PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
613 Howard Road, West Chester, PA 19380

11 March 2003 ,

Nancy Juris
380 N. 49th St.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Dear Nancy,

Thank you for submitting documentation of the Summer Tanager on 2 July 2000 at Derry
Township. After careful review, the Committee has voted not to accept this record.

The Committee's vote was two in favor of acceptance and five not in favor. Those who
voted to accept it felt that a red bird with a white beak could be nothing else, but the majority
believed that the description was much too brief to allow assigning the bird to any species at all.
One commented, "Why not a cardinal with a lighter bill than usual or with sunlight reflecting
off the bill and making it appear light?" Another noted that no size, shape, or other features
were given, making it impossible for a person who did not see it to judge whether might even
have been a tropical caged bird that had escaped, such as one of the many lorys and lorikeets
sold for pets.

Let me emphasize that our decision does not necessarily imply that the bird was not a
Summer Tanager, but simply that the Committee felt that acceptance required more unequivocal
evidence. We hope that our non-acceptance in this case will not discourage you from submitting
reports on any future rarities you find.

Sincerely, e

or the Committee:

-
Paul Hess, Chair
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Record No.: 780-03-2000

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Tabulation Form - Round One

Species: Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra)

Date of Sighting: 2 July 2000 to 2 July 2000
Location: DERRY TOWNSHIP

County: DAUPHIN

Observer(s): Nancy Juris

Date of Submission: 2000
Submitted by: Nancy Juris

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
Class Class .
Member ClassI | Class1I I IV-A Class Class Class V Abstain
1V-B IV-C
G. Ammistead X
D. Couchman / K
P. Hess 7<
RBdekes- T STunl ey X
B. Reid X
3. Lebevaad
F—Redewatd X
M. Sharp X
TOTALS 2 | 1/
DECISION X
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